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reinaart:

Frem October £11) Uecesber 2036 & group of mmnhu worked
in the neighbourhood of Feijenoord, wotterdam. {r main base
wes ‘*huis van oe wijk', a neighbcurhood platform. de were welcome
to be thers every friday. Tie main reason for being there was,
leerning to develop an uaderstandaing of the city you Tive and
work in. By Mmiting us to a 19ttle neighbourhood, 1t was easier
to understand what this learning can bring us (as art stucents).
Ulrferent subjects unfold themselves without the need of a
spicific program, without the need of a concept. gentrification,
amé teurfsm, craftmenship, corporate world, history, strest culture
seif organisation, social housing, migration, frieadship, ...

a1l pop up &s we are & group of people with various interests

ank focusses. In tais publication we started from the interviews
‘ﬂhﬁcal)‘l':y‘?gi Shukia had with Gi7ferent people at the ' huis
val 7| 48

uiryangi<

The artistic spirit of the project is about observing and
celebrating different cultures as this is the essence of
naanity. 1 started my research for the project keeping

this spirit as my guiding principle. wlso, studying the

facial features of the people oeing interviewed, through portraits
f21g indispensable for d ation of their histories,

thelir experiences and their fuelings.

In the process, 1 realised that there wos more than just
observing. 4 'prevalent psychology' of discrimination,

exclusion and continuous categorization ( whica scoms

opposfte to the ‘syntheses’ fn my Indian philosophy) got
revealed to me. and the entrenched terminology 11ke
gentrification, xenophobia, red lining, parson of colour,

olack, white etc, made wy exparience difficult as aforeigner
which { somehow share with the people fnterviewed. an

o ot such as this one teaches us that a culiure

stould try to finy a sense of contentment from a decper,

Ut iversal consciousness rather than from cosparison or =xclusion.




¥ By 10oking at a 'Rotterdsmmert’ in this neighbourhod,
we are looking at Dutch cithens.ulvp i madgboven
purtraits of people connected to the “huis van oe wijk'.
This cullection of portraits shed Tight .a undurstund-
=ing ‘being Dutch'. Most of the Interviewso peupl
born in the Ketherlands and give us an insight th
>'the Netherlands®' is an intercontinentz] concept by

default.
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v
pustefs -~ from doroccan descent
- There are different cthnicities in Morocco :
Arcds, Bserbers, Freach, Spanish, Meuritian,

Senegaiese, ..
- The first inhobitants of Morocco were Amazigh
{ burber ), then came Jows and later Arabs.

- It has vifferunt n‘llﬁm Mustims (Sunni
islem), Catholics, Jows,...

ltmafu has no specific info about differences in
or diffurent Islemic position in Morocco as he has
beun born here 4o Rotterdam.

uhulr migracion in the Netherlands strated- -
started after 1958 but Iumud dnstlu“y from
1962 onwards beciuse of strong cconomical growth
;n luu Europe ard the dumand of cheap low-skilled



(Gra 2 and Grandpa dre durkid there,.
Ha wanc to bo with tham, be wis thair
favorite grangson,

*

Hae dousn't 1ike U red ogative news.
to focus on positiv Jthinos., You U
negutive in wour afnd, 1t's becter Lo s

pasicive things.

For & younGsts
nun-outch or
thaic background

P
‘1t is annuyfng for the

nind. You newd to De
strong to gel ower an
fdentity~crisis whan
you feel wom r-
tablz with the warath
of a goroccan famiiy
Tifestyla than the dors
indfvidual orfantad
wutch 1ifestyle,

nis own calid

ke to talk Border with
thens dut chiidren ne

lesrn Aradic or ocrber

in the wockend, althoudh
he misses, them spoaking
his mative léng




mumlﬂ: 1s chautic, -
Tutd 2 without veel orgor

c-lha:b 15 wary wars/waicaaing/ - .
A tmt 1s clanging

X
women arc coafined to the acusahold role,
ot Gual with tasks in the public sphary.
Rulus aru gunder derinvg.

x
Systam bascd on cospliance with traffic rules,

Suvcwru of reutine und faportance of tiee;
cppotaTmant scructure

x
Privete 1110 15 aot very approschable,
x veighibours are mure resurved
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nadhev$ cannot relate to the ‘Surinaa’ identity.
She feels rather lncian.

Har thoughts are mastly in Mindi, EAGLISH and

Dutch.

Her cultural taste is more related to Indian
msic sod cinama. She speaks fluently Urduand
|(mm ut; of course Dutch, English, Surinamese

x Despite the fact that 3 Jot of people hav—
have differeat origins, still there
is a unity and understanding of
s (but not through national
jdentity )

X Marriage between Africans and Indiens is

not uv?ud. There is 2 |
I'ncl:nn on of l‘gﬂw‘:‘-‘wm
wmales from an origin ‘:===

such ties seem m?ml
——-although this is slowly '
changing

x In Feljencord, pecple are knitted within their
own community, ethnicity

x The *Huls van de Nijk' seems to have more
intermingling betwech different ethnicities.

x It feels as if there s more couperation
mmn?lahbmrdﬂum
to Den Haag. smwuphnumu).
Less fun in Den Haag as a city.



Aisha - - -=: rotterdammert

0
From Pakistani (Hindustan before 1947 ) duscent

First inhabitants of the land where people
from the Indus ulln{ civilization ( though
this fact can be challenged ).

The main population of the fon are
cescencants of the mo-“;’& cople.

#ain ethnic groups in Pakistan Eré Punjobis,

Pashtuns, Sinchis, Scraikis, Muhajirs, Salochis,
Hinckowans, Gujaratis,.... “owo

She feels one could be proud of their ethnicity

yet be of 2 progressive mental sct-up; not buing

occupied with only your own culturs..

( considering her experiences : discrimination
in public space s common ).

’
+ It is hard to relate to the *common'| thinking

pattern of Pakistani culture, She feels more
related to the life in the Metherlands.



% natural affinity
with

individualistic
lifestyle

x appreciates
freedom of choice,
and frocdom of
movement, chofce
of lifestyle,

x gender diversity
is a big thing.

restricted, being
active in public
space.

% A high level of interference in sach others Tives

x A set of morms =nd notions sbout gemderis conservative.



Hendrick----: I’Oﬁer:‘urm neit

0 Cape Yerde roots
After 1456, part of Cape Verde tyrncd
Portuguese plantation. Slaves from
were brought there to work.

They speak a Creole langusge, similar Lo Corld
people, they are called Creole { from o wise
ancestry ; African- Europeon mix )

T
T

i i




Madhev - -----. rotte ndammert

(ORANJEBOOMSTRAAT MEPKESENTED; jeweetuch )




0 Fros Surinamese duscart

Surincme was dftcovercd in 1499, Its inhabitants
were hraweks & taibos.The Dutch abolished slavery
in 1863; slaves werd relessed in 1873, Slaves /
workers wore brought in from o.0. Chima, India,
Jeva. In 1873, « ship ‘Lala Rookh', with workors
froo cost U.P, and Bihar (North Indian states )
srrived in Surfaume.dost workers were sislead as
m;nmtv\xm,uuwummm
end of Tord sari Ros,

1975 Inday undonce
L5t chance 104 peaple Mving in Suriname to go
L ehe nethorlumes withwt visa and formal
procecury; 2laist 50 1 of the Surinasese migrated
Stmsn 1970 aau 1930, (The Netherlands urganised
this jossibility us they needed workforce as well.
Although much a e Surinamese came in than expected

+ Thore 15 hurdly ony discussion on the topic *slave
ancestry of Surisamc® 0 Dutch education. She experiences
3 deep concern towerds ¢his reality and tronslating
fcentity in Li under<tzncing of befng In the Netherlands.
At scal, thiy learwt nothing about §t. They learnt 2
1.t ahaet Egyption anc Howor culture. ‘And of course
they meded to learn abut the WOIT and the fight for
freve s D'ulthough they 150 necded to know what happence
uring thit tise in the rest of the world yet they sissed
Wt on world histury. For wample- Indians and Moroccons
'.';?‘. Iriggee ints the wer to fight together with the
A O
There was 2ot still is o Tinfted and only European
perspactive on worla history in education.



Ron=---- retierdammerl

0
From Surinamese descent.
Has been twice to Surinam,

We is 2 result of many different uthaic
- Lboth from mother's and father's
side.

smerican Indisns

(native Americans),

Dutch, partly Jewish Africon,Chincse,
Indenasizn

When he tolks about the Caribbean, he explaing
that slaves who became 111 during transpurt
from the South merican coast to hurth smrican
continent were dropped on the islands.That is
how slaves ended upon these islanis. This is
2lso the reason there are people of aixed
uthnicities and different culored skia tones.






+ Being 5-6 years old, while phmng. kids in the
nid hood whe were mative Dutch mad: nasty
comeents about his skin colour. e ¢idn't know
how Lo react and was searching Tor identification,
looking for similar people--similar featurcs /skin
tonc, 3.0..

" You don’t wont to be different, you want to blend
fn. It's hard for children. As a grown up;
it's cosfer.
Aftur visiting Cope Verde for the first time, he
understood that he was Dutch in his way.He became
more sclf assertive rcgording his fdentity.
* 1 didn't know my roots in Verde.l realized
1 am Dutch.*
Ho wasn't able to play football ‘bare-foot' like other
Cape Verdéan mates ;-

1 KNOW I AM DUTCH AMD MOBODY SHOULD DECIDE FOR
guolm;ma:smnmxumuum

x culture feels very warm
community Tife
better 1ivelihood

x fluid movement into each

: others' spaces
x clear line between public
and private space.life is
less designod or organised around meetings.

x self-focused; seldom neigh-
~bours are unaware of each
others' oxistence; little
interaction.

X there 1s much more individual
freedom, there is little interference;

independent choices.

x More intercction; more
interference, tions
asbout expected four
connected 31so to be bringing
good/bad mam: to the family.

x Gender roles are a bit more-ed-
classical.



Rofoel --- = rolterdommert

Mcesuy from Dominican Republic , a former colony
of Spain that lays in the Greater Antﬂles in the
Caribbean region of Scuth Aserica. First Spanish
settloment was there from carly 16th century omwards.
( Columbus discovered San Salvacor/Bahomas,
Hispanioly/ Dominicoan Republic and Cuba in the

first travel, ¥n search for Incia.)

French rule (1795-1809), 1821- independence from
Spain and unification with Haiti- after §

from Haiti they became colomnised agoh hy u.S.
military control and there was conguest to be able
to contrul the Panama camal route,

Because of Eurvpeon culonisation--- lir-

ethnical constitution : Africans ( mlmlmm),
. West~ Asfan (Lebanese m: Syrian), from

the Coribbean countries, Chinese, Japanese,...

What caused the crisis after the 60"ties 7

The Duminicans suffered a 1ot from the Teadership
of first moling Tnjﬂln and later Joagquin Balaguer,
both backed up by the U.S. government.

The country witnesses widespread corruption.



+ Doesn't rolate himself with <
driven society.Doesn’t r=lat
to talking about "MINE!'as in wy
my table, my this, my thal.......

% When there is an unexpect < visit (in the
Netherlands), people are not automatically
welcomed to eat zlong.

o LTGow

10




+ Kafaa) says that people from imn

(vominican xapublic, Uutch ant |»s3 ¥y
other Spanish speaki 1 Mt!es can hln

more d:l’ﬂm‘lﬂu in integrating in the

Outch s govermeen
communication is often unshud in Turkish
and Arabic but mot i-s,-muorm
relevant language.

+ The nﬂﬂhtia\ u a pnrtleular national
{dentity raises ‘identity crisis' for mla
with ci frerent ethnicities. There is too

‘Dutch identity’ which is - as we Se¢
broader than

in this tlnl way talked about
or understood. The The Dutch fdentity is 2 pit lost.

x
hlcain in their private /Self centric society.

. space appoin
based (Nlulu). e %
ataosphere o tion Soclety s too much
the mind constructed
' m, fmportence is given lnumtluu and comsuni-
'.o the put. a celebrating —cation s often based on
. . zppointments and/or
M'l’ facilities agreements
to bo hospitably,
Anticipating -uucud x
guests A general gloom and depressio

in the mlo.vlmmu
melancholy (growing dis-
-belief, uuﬁaum:
mindset )



G — —

+ Soma prople move froa Feljuurd (o
oordered laad shien & gher ducation
and focome 15 acquired, thoy saould sty
and help building the comunity.

+ The wigration in the GUs s 705 b,

tise Turkish ont the Woraccan paple 106

tw thedr ghettoisation becausc of the

way they were housad. Ty ware packsu

in houses end Tert to thalr uen comund Slus.

+ Soe groups of people oucime stubdura
ruoarcing migration aod fis effects, Tawy
Wik o prutect thufr own cultur: in o
conplutely changed worle and tiee period.
Ty becuns resistant and don't nccepi
newsr oo othir aind=-scts bocsuse thay
chink that getting infiuunced by otinr
culiures might b2 Buo fur tinir owa cultur

) shtt thay aon't reslise is that being
tnflucaced or baing cffocted alwsys hoppeis,
it 45 < given.

3

Thore 15 un fastinctive connecteoness
within people of same ethnicily and oiler
coamn 1Gntitivs  (-~==-; saAnuss 2nd
hasosuciaoility ).

X

Paupl Bre more Concernau ZDOUt grusin
uf Ui econcay and are business oriuntiu
\rasd Tadivicualistic ),

x
) le worry about jobs and Tuud
mm%:lv towerds claonliness.



Farley-—-- rofterdanmert

0 From Curacss (he como to the detherlands sge of 6).
Original inhabitants of Curacan were *Arawak’ (and
later 'Galibi or Caribs).

Purtugese satlurs in U 15th mmrg aumed 1t
‘the 15100d of hedling' (curszon is Portugese

for *hoart'. Spanish vradors (ook the num: s

Gid tha Dutch Tatar.

+ The wxpariunces of discrimination based on
dascendence ana colour of skia ruflects in his
sxXporiunces.

+ Feals rustricted 1a Mving in nis own way
of dofng things.

1B

for exasp
Pucple can complain about thy length of

garden, governement rules intervane
way too much within the private sphere,
(=tcromanngament)



+ You are not really accepted fn the Netherlands (because of
skin colour) nor in Curocao (beceuse of how you speak the
language ). You unwillingly hover a little between two realitie

+ Me feols that tha enrichment given to the Dutch culture has
nuver boen regarded nor has been looked wpon mot mor
rightfully remarded.



x Miu is cnly possibl- m payment
and buying guods

x Conscicus- uncoascius racism
x Mot baem given the .me rights.

For uxcaple- whin trytg to buy & garage to
Open 3 workshop,he was donied the possibility

x It 1s harder L. start 2 Dig es a
person who s consicersd os W

x Cmmn.u 1s possible in many matural
maybe Lecause there s a lot of
n:mrel fuxd st hand).

x afxed cu'ury, swtual respect and affection

towerus all cemunities. |

x P..sltlm of patple is based on updﬂlﬂu
end on edfucaticn not on race.
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